IN Oxford Pamphlet No. 2, The British Empire, Mr.
H. V. Hodson has described the Empire as it is to-day,
and has defined the status of the different members of
the Commonwealth and their relations to each other.
Dr. J. A. Williamson, hi this pamphlet, describes how
the various parts of the Empire were acquired, and
gives an outline of its growth since 1783, when the
American Colonies were finally lost. He also traces
the development of imperial sentiment and theory,
from the early nineteenth-century mixture of humani-
tarianism and commercial zeal, through the pessi-
mism of the middle of the century when it was
popularly held that the Empire was on the verge of
breaking up, to the outburst of Imperialist fervour at
the end of the century, and the sobering shock of the
Boer War, followed by the growth^ 0ffD<3minion status,

reat War, and

culminating in the Statute of Westminster of 1931.

Dr. Williamson is well known as an authority on
Imperial History, and especially of the history of
maritime expansion. He is the author of many stan-
dard books, a^d joint editor of Tftfr&timzer Hist
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